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President’s Report  
2015 Annual General Meeting  

 
It is as outgoing president that I am presenting this annual activity report of the Yukon 
Francophone School Board #23 (CSFY) for the 2014-2015 school year. This year, like the 
last one, was full of twists and turns, some happy, some more difficult, and allowed the 
CSFY and the community of parents, students and supporters to demonstrate their 
commitment and resilience.   
 
The past year has seen the arrival and departure of an executive director, Natascha 
Joncas, and the resignation of a commissioner, Danielle Daffe, as well as my own 
resignation. 
 
The long-awaited decision from the Supreme Court of Canada was handed down, 
without resolving the dispute between the CSFY against the Yukon government 
regarding the recognition of the Board’s rights under section 23 of the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. Although the commissioners are prepared to continue the 
battle with the support of the community, we are happy about the Yukon government’s 
decision to collaborate with us through a Rules committee to try to find a negotiated 
solution to this dispute. The CSFY is also happy with several achievements during the 
year that represent concrete steps towards this negotiated solution. These include the 
government’s announcement that it intends to build a news school for our high school 
students, taking into consideration the results of the CSFY’s June 2014 public 
consultations, and the adoption of a new funding formula that clearly establishes the 
resources available to the CSFY for the coming years.  
 
The CSFY also set up a new result-based model of governance to meet a modern, 
transparent standard used in a growing number of organizations similar to ours, and also 
adopted the strategic plan for the next three years. You will find more details on these 
projects in the following paragraphs.   
 
With the appointment of a new executive director, Marc Champagne, a respected 
educator and administrator who has many years of experience in our community, and 
with the elections to fulfill the vacant positions of commissioners, which I am sure will 
bring a renewed passion and energy to the Board, there is every reason to be optimistic 
for the future of French-language education in Yukon.  
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Finally, on a more personal note, I would like to mention how much of a pleasure and 
honour it was for me to serve my community as commissioner and president of the CSFY 
during the last two years. Have an excellent 2015-2016 school year.  
 
Ludovic Gouaillier 
Outgoing president 
 

Here are some highlights of the 2014-2015 year 
 
Result-based policy governance model 
At the January 25, 2015 public meeting, the CSFY adopted a new result-based policy 
governance model.  
 
By definition, governance is the capacity of a school board to direct its organization 
towards outstanding results with regards to the primary mission entrusted to the 
organization. This new model defines the educational objectives, including the 
governance process, responsibilities of the commissioners in council and executive 
director, and student exit profiles with specific skill areas. It supports the commitment of 
commissioners in council to help them fully assume their fiduciary role under the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the Education Act.   
 
Funding formula 
A funding formula was developed by the Department of Education and the CSFY. This 
formula ensures that the CSFY has predictable financial resources that allow it to better 
meet its constitutional obligations and respect the purpose and remedial character of 
section 23 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
 
The funding formula was adopted by the commissioners in council at the April 16, 2015 
public meeting. The formula will be reassessed by the parties after one year, and then 
after three years.  
 
Legal action – Decision of the Supreme Court of Canada 
The Supreme Court of Canada rendered its judgement on May 14, 2015 in the CSFY’s 
case concerning the dispute against the Yukon government (YG). In brief, the Supreme 
Court of Canada decided to uphold the judgement of the Court of Appeal concerning the 
possible appearance of bias by the trial judge and to send the parties back for a new 
trial.  
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The CSFY will continue its efforts to reach agreements with YG and settle these 
questions through collaboration in order to ensure the best possible French first-
language education in Yukon and fulfil the requirements section 23 of the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
 
The CSFY would like to mention that an improved dialogue between the CSFY and the 
Department of Education since the legal action was launched in 2009 has allowed the 
parties to make substantial progress relating to the numerous questions that formed the 
basis of the lower court order handed down by Justice Ouellette, in 2011.   


